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Book 1 
Allison, Jennifer. Gilda Joyce, psychic investigator.  
During the summer before ninth grade, intrepid Gilda Joyce invites herself to the San 
Francisco mansion of distant cousin Lester Splinter and his thirteen-year-old daughter, 
where she uses her purported psychic abilities and detective skills to solve the mystery 
of the mansion's boarded-up tower.    

 

Book 2 
Balliett, Blue and Helquist, Brett. The Wright 3.  
In the midst of a series of unexplained accidents and mysterious coincidences, sixth-
graders Calder, Petra, and Tommy lead their classmates in an attempt to keep Frank 
Lloyd Wright's famous Robie House from being demolished.    

 

Book 3 
Birdsall, Jeanne. The Penderwicks : a summer tale of four sisters, two rabbits, 
and a very interesting boy. 
 While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable 
sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a  local boy, much to the 
dismay of his snobbish mother.    

 

Book 4 
Broach, Elise. Shakespeare's secret.  
Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes 
interested in exploring this unusual connection because of a valuable diamond 
supposedly hidden in her new house, an intriguing neighbor, and the unexpected 
attention of the most popular boy in school.   

 

Book 5 
Broome, Errol. Gracie and the emperor. 
Gracie, a poor eleven-year-old girl whose life begins to mysteriously change when 
Napoleon Bonaparte is exiled to her island, is shocked to learn that the fallen emperor--
the monster in the frightening stories she has heard all her life--is her benefactor. 
 

 

Book 6 
Buckley, Michael. The sisters Grimm, book one : fairy-tale detectives. 
Orphans Sabrina and Daphne Grimm are sent to live with an eccentric grandmother that 
they have always believed to be dead.    
 

 

Book 7 
Burns, Laura and Metz, Melinda.  The case of the prank that stank. 
When it comes to making friends, B. Orville Wright doesn’t quite fit into the equation.  
That’s why he’s lucky to have Agatha Wong.   Together they solve the hardest (and 
stinkiest) cases. 
 



 

Book 8 
Child, Lauren. Clarice Bean spells trouble.  
Clarice Bean, aspiring actress and author, unsuccessfully tries to avoid getting into 
trouble as she attempts to help a friend in need by following the rules of the fictional, 
"exceptionordinarily" spy, Ruby Redfort.    
 
 

 

Book 9 
Codell, Esmé Raji. Diary of a fairy godmother. 
Hunky Dory is an unconventional witch who would rather grant wishes than cast spells 
which gets her kicked out of charm school; so Hunky sets out to become the best fairy 
godmother she can be.  

 

Book 10 
Creech, Sharon and Creech, Sharon. Replay : a new book. 
While preparing for a role in the school play, twelve-year-old Leo finds an autobiography 
that his father wrote as a teenager and ponders the ways people change. Includes the 
text for the play, "Rumpopo's Porch." 

 

Book 11 
Cussler, Clive and Farnsworth, William. The adventures of Vin Fiz. 
Ten-year-old twins Casey and Lacey fly an enchanted, antique airplane, named the "Vin 
Fiz," across the United States and have several daring adventures along the way.  
Includes historical notes on the real "Vin Fiz," the name of the airplane that made the 
first transcontinental flight in 1911.    
 

 

Book 13 
DiCamillo, Kate and Ibatoulline, Bagram. The miraculous journey of Edward 
Tulane. 
Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves only himself until he is 
separated from the little girl who adores him and travels across the country, acquiring 
new owners and listening to their hopes, dreams, and histories 

 

Book 14 
Greene, Stephanie. Queen Sophie Hartley. 
A suggestion from her mother leads Sophie to befriend the new girl at school and an 
elderly, grouchy woman, and helps her overcome the feeling that she is not good at 
anything.  
 

 

Book 15 
Gutman, Dan. The homework machine. 
Four fifth-grade students--a geek, a class clown, a teacher's pet, and a slacker--as well 
as their teacher and mothers, each relate events surrounding a computer programmed 
to complete homework assignments.    
 
 



 

Book 16 
Hiaasen, Carl. Flush.  
With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger sister, 
Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying his bilge 
tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home.  

 

Book 17 
Holm, Jennifer L and Holm, Matthew. Babymouse. 
An imaginative mouse dreams of being queen of the world, but will settle for an 
invitation to the most popular girl's slumber party.    
 

 

Book 18 
Levine, Gail Carson and Christiana, David. Fairy dust and the quest for the egg. 
Prilla, the unusual new fairy in Neverland, finds her mettle, Mother Dove's wisdom, and 
Tinker Bell's courage tested by many trials, including a hurricane, a selfish fairy, and 
Captain Hook.  
 

 

Book 19 
McKay, Hilary. Permanent Rose. 
While trying to reconnect with her friend Tom, who has returned to the United States 
without leaving a forwarding address, eight-year-old Rose inadvertently discovers the 
identity of her adopted sister Saffy's father. 
 

 

Book 20 
Morpurgo, Michael. The amazing story of Adolphus Tips. 
When Boowie reads the diary that his grandmother sends him, he learns of her 
childhood in World War II England when American and British soldiers practiced for D-
Day's invasion in the area of her home, and about her beloved cat, Adolphus Tip, and 
the cat's namesake.  
 

 

Book 21 
Pullman, Philip and Bailey, Peter. The scarecrow and his servant. 
A scarecrow and his boy servant, Jack, set off on a dangerous adventure as they try to 
outwit the crooked Buffaloni family and stake their claim to valuable Spring Valley. 
 

 

Book 23 
Shipton, Paul. The Pig Scrolls. 
Gryllus, an ancient Greek hero has been turned into a pig by Circe and is content to stay 
that way until a prophetess, Sibyl, kidnaps him and informs him that he is the only one 
who can save the world.    



 

Book 24 
Smith, Anne Warren. Tails of spring break. 
Katie endures a challenging spring break during which she is forced to share her 
bedroom with Claire, her difficult neighbor and classmate, and run a pet-sitting business 
at the same time. 
 

 

Book 25 
Smith, Roland. Cryptid hunters. 
Twins, Grace and Marty, along with a mysterious uncle, are dropped into the middle of 
the Congolese jungle in search of their missing photojournalist parents.    
 

 

Book 27 
Torrey, Michele. Voyage of plunder. 
Fourteen-year-old Daniel's life is turned upside down when his father's merchant ship is 
plundered by pirates in 1696 and Daniel is forced to stay aboard the pirate ship as a 
hostage.  

 

Book 28 
Umansky, Kaye. The silver spoon of Solomon Snow. 
Ten-year-old Solomon Snow, a foundling who was discovered with a distinctive silver 
spoon in his mouth, sets out to find his parents and receives help along the way from an 
aspiring writer, a precocious young circus performer, and several orphans.  
 

 

Book 29 
Whelan, Gloria. Chu Ju's house. 
In order to save her baby sister, fourteen-year-old Chu Ju leaves her rural home in 
modern China and earns food and shelter by working on a sampan, tending silk worms, 

and planting rice seedlings, while wondering if she will ever see her family again.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


