
Judge's Ballot for POETRY INTERPRETATION 
 
 

Speaker:   ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Selection:    __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Category Instructions: 3-5 minutes. Memorization optional. Memorized introduction 
giving title required. Holding script optional. Participant may use several poems with 
appropriate bridges. No speaker's stand. Contestants are not to name any poet. 
 
Judges:     If all criteria are checked student must be recommended. 
                 No student can be recommended unless all criteria are checked. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CRITERIA 
(Please check the blank at the left of each criterion that has been met) 

 
___ 1. Introduces material well  
___ 2. Comprehension and projection of theme (idea) is evident 
___ 3. Reading is expressive and sensitive 
___ 4. Voice is clear and articulate 
___ 5. Poise 
___ 6. Eye contact is effective 
___ 7. Is within the 3-5 minute limit (give or take 30 seconds) 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
____Recommend for award           ____Do not recommend for award 
 
Judge's Signature:   __________________________________________________________________            


